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	University of Galway


	Subject Section

	Family Law


	Title of project

	Contemporary Parent-Child Relationships and the Law


	Amount of award

	£3000


	Brief report  (maximum 150 words)
This one-day conference brought together experts from Ireland and the U.K. to advanced analysis and debate surrounding the legal recognition of contemporary parent-child relationships in Ireland and beyond. The conference focused on the recognition of the legal parent-child relationship in surrogacy families and related developments, guardianship (parental responsibility) between unmarried fathers and their children, and LGBT+ families, with a discussion of topical issues such as shared motherhood, trans parentage and ‘collaborative co-parenting’ arrangements.

The speakers, which included a range of established academics, ECRs and policy-makers, were Professor Kirsty Horsey (University of Kent), Senator Mary Seery-Kearney (Houses of the Oireachtas), Dr Noelia Igareda (Autonomous University of Barcelona), Dr Laurence Francoz-Terminal (Jean Moulin University of Lyon III), Dr Alan Brown (University of Glasgow), Dr Zaina Mahmoud (University of Liverpool), Dr Philip Bremner (King’s College London), Dr Fergus Ryan (Maynooth University), Dr Brian Tobin (University of Galway), and Mr Andrew Spearman (Laytons LLP).
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